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The Chichester City Club Memorial Clock.  

Eilís Phillips  

 

Introduction 

On Wednesday 12
th

 November, 1919, the Chichester Observer printed an article detailing 

The Chichester City Club’s Armistice Day memorial service, one year after the end of the 

Great War. A memorial clock was presented to a Club as a gift from its President, Charlie 

Howard, “as a memorial to those young members of the club who had fallen in the Great 

War.” This article describes the proceedings, and gives details of Club members who died 

during the war, and who are listed on the memorial.  

Discussion 

The Armistice Day memorial and clock unveiling ceremony is reverentially described in the 

Observer as a “touching tribute,” and was very much a part of the wider movement of 

ceremonial mourning taking place on “the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 

month…throughout the Empire.” In the immediate aftermath of the Great War, the practice 

of observing the two minute silence “set apart by the King’s request,” was intended as a 

means to bring together veterans, and grieving mourners in order to remember those who had 

died, and also as a means educate children on the events and outcomes of the War. The City 

Club’s own Armistice Day memorial to the “gallant dead” was described as “most 

appropriate and typically English in its simplicity.” The Club’s billiard room, “was thronged 

with members fully representative of the business life of Chichester, and particularly of its 

young manhood.” Before the “buzzers” went off to signal 11am, the Mayor, Alderman J. P. 

Turnbull, who had been elected the previous day, told the room that he was honoured to 

present the clock on behalf of the President. The Mayor then talked of the Great War, and he 
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expressed the sentiment that “they all hoped that the circumstances were such as would 

prevent anything from happening like it again for a very long time to come. We had gone 

through a very terrible experience during the last five years, such as none of them wished to 

undergo again.” The Mayor also spoke of the young Cicestrians who had died in the war, and 

hoped that those “still abroad might be spared to come home, and he was glad to read that a 

large number were on their way from India, and he, for one, would be glad to see his own 

son.” This was met with applause. The clock was then unveiled, a two minutes silence 

observed, and the Club President gave a speech, concluding: “May God keep them in his 

Fatherly care til the day comes when we may meet again.” Proceedings closed with the 

singing of the National Anthem. Inscribed on the clock’s plaque are the names of nineteen 

Club members who died during the Great War. In some cases, detailed histories of their 

service exist, though some accounts are more difficult to verify and trace. The men were 

enlisted in various regiments, and many were natives of Chichester. In the passage below, the 

names on the memorial have been linked to names and biographical information on army 

service lists, online grave indexes and the National Probate Calendar, which appear to match 

those of the deceased.
1
  

 

Private George William Budden (Service Number 45974) was born in Chichester, and served 

in the Lancashire Fusiliers, 17
th

 Battalion. George was killed in action on 18
 
April, 1918. He 

is remembered at the Tyne Cot Memorial Cemetery, Zonnebeke, Flanders, Belgium. Private 

Frank Cutten (Service Number: 40808) was also born in Chichester to Henry Richard, and 

Sarah Cutten, and is listed as having resided in Clapham, Surrey. He enlisted at Lambeth and 

served in both the Essex Regiment, 9
th

 Battalion, and the East Surrey Regiment. Frank was 

killed in action on 23 March, 1917, at Arras, aged 34. He was survived by his widow, 

Annetta Hitchens. Private Herbet Charles Handcock (Service Number T/F 2241) was the son 

of Annie and Charles Handcock. He enlisted at Horsham and served in the Royal Sussex 

Regiment, 4
th

 Battalion. Herbert died of his wounds on 27 August, 1915 in Gallipoli, aged 34. 

He is remembered at Malta Naval Cemetery. Cecil Heather (Service Number 164443) was 

born in Chichester and enlisted there, becoming a Gunner in the Royal Garrison Artillery. 

Cecil was killed in action on 10 April, 1918, on the Western Front. He was survived by his 

                                                 
1
 For a full list of the names on the memorial plaque, please see Appendix.  
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widow, Louise Heather. William George Hodge (Service Number 73619) was born in Ryde, 

Isle of Wight, and lived on Caledonian Road, Chichester. He was married at St Pancras 

Church, Chichester on 20 November, 1915. William was 30 when he enlisted, gaining the 

rank of 2
nd

 Corporal in the Royal Engineers Regiment. He was killed on 9 February, 1917. 

Private Arthur Hollist (Service Number: G/19275) was a former member of staff at 

Graylingwell Hospital, Chichester. Arthur was born to Ellen Hollist in Mundham, Sussex, 

and lived on Whyke Lane, Chichester. He enlisted aged 33, and served in the (Queen’s own) 

Royal West Kent Regiment, 11
th

 Battalion. Arthur was killed in action on 7 June, 1917, on 

the Western Front. He is remembered on the Menin Gate, Ypres, and on the Graylingwell 

Chapel Memorial Window.  

Private Thomas William Peters (Service Number: 98590) was born in West Wittering, 

Sussex. He enlisted at Chichester, and served in the Machine Gun Corps, Infantry Battalion. 

Thomas was killed in action on 17 April, 1918, on the Western Front. He is remembered at 

Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery. Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. Private Charles Purchase 

(Service Number: G/13496) was born in Chichester, and enlisted there. He served in the 

Royal Sussex Regiment, 7
th

 Battalion. Charles died on 26 April, 1918, on the Western Front. 

Private Charles Herbert Stone (Service Number: G/16594) was also born in Chichester. He 

enlisted at Bognor, and served in the Royal Sussex Regiment, 9
th

 Battalion. Charles was 

killed in action on 27 March, 1917, on the Western Front.  Private Arthur Percy Stone 

(Service Number: 55203) was born in Chichester. He enlisted at Wandsworth, Surrey, and 

served in the Welsh Regiment, 14
th

 Battalion. Arthur was killed in action on 31 July, 1917.  

He is remembered on the Menin Gate, Ypres. Private Arthur Turner (Service Number: 

G/21022) was born in Sussex, and educated at Chailey. He was the only son of Harry Turner 

and Elizabeth Plummer, and was a former agricultural worker. Arthur enlisted at Lewes, East 

Sussex in February, 1917. He served in the Royal Sussex Regiment, 8
th

 Battalion, fighting on 

the Western Front from 27 June. Arthur died of his wounds on 27 November, 1917, at the 4th 

Casualty Clearing Station, France & Flanders. He is buried in the British Cemetery, 

Westoleteren, West of Ypres.  

The memorial clock and plaque can be viewed today at the Chichester City Club. Further 

details on the history of the Club can be found on their website: 

http://www.chichestercityclub.co.uk/history.html   

http://www.chichestercityclub.co.uk/history.html
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APPENDIX 

 

List of names appearing on The Chichester Club Memorial Clock above the inscription: 

“Their names liveth for evermore.” 

 

 

George Budden                        

 

Monty Lemon 

 

Howard Bartlett 

 

Sidney Morton 

 

Frank Cutten 

 

Victor Osborn 

 

Bert Handcock 

 

Tom Peters 

 

Cecil Heather 

 

Charlie Purchase 

 

Billy Hodge                              

 

Bert Stone 

 

Keast Hodge                              

 

Percy Stone  

 

Arthur Hollist                            

 

Alec Swain 

 

Jack Horner                               

 

Arthur Turner 

 

Bert Furniss 
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